oTO HIS CHILDREN

the dose of the Pleistocene.   Dur-
ing all          myriads of years the prairie and the
down to its banks.    The immense
of the buffalo and the elk wandered along
after season, and the Indian hunters
on foot or in canoes trudged along the banks or
the water.   Probably a thousand years
a0             that would have been noticeable
to our eyes.   Then three centuries ago began the
erf               For a century its effects were
Just nothing but an occasional
or wild half savage French-Canadian
up or down the river or one of
its                 in an Indian canoe;  then the first
the building of one or two little
fur traders* tamlets, the passing of one
or two              officers9 boats, and the very rare
of the uncouth American backwoods-
man.

Then the           came with a rush.   Our settlers

the head-waters of the Ohio, and flat-

began to go down to the

of the Mississippi, and the Indians and
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